Paper presented.

sumptive that the pold has not bheen pro-
perly come by. Under the circun:-
stances, this provision is most desirable.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Houss adjourned at 6.20 p.m. until
the next Tuesday.

e —— -

Yegisiative Qssembly,
Thursdey, 13tk Qrtaber, 1898.

Paper presented—Message: Loan Estimates,
Appropriation—Joint Committee, Uicial
Receiver: HReport presented—Coolgardie
Mining Exhibition Bill, first reading—
Roads and Streets Closure (No, 2) fli,
frrat reading—DBankruptcy Act Amendmant
Rill, third reading—Mining on Private
Property Act Amendment Bill, second
reading—Metropolitan "Waterworks Bill,
in Committee, reported—Health Bill
Legislative Council's Amendments—An-
nmﬁ Estimates, in Committes of Supply

(resumed). Miscellaneous Services {Division)

to Admiralty Surveys, inclusive—Insect

Pests Act Amendment Bitl, firet reading—

Workmen's Wages Bill, Legislative Coun-

cil’s Amendments—Wines, Beer, and Spirit

Sale Amendment Bill, Legislative Council's

Amendment, further considered — Zoo-

logical Gardens Bill, second reading—In-

terpretation Bill, Legislative Council’s

Amendments, further considered—Adjourn-

ment.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.

PraYERS.

PAPER TRESENTED.
By the Premier : By-laws of Clavemont
municipality.
Ordered to lie on the table,
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MESSAGE: LOAN ESTIMATES, APPRO-
PRIATION.
Message from the Governor receiveu
and rend, recommending appropriation
for the Loan Estimates of the vear.

JOINT COMMUITEE :
CEIVER.

REFORT,

Mr. Kevny brought up the report
of the Joint Select Committee which had
been appointed to inquire into the ad-
ruinistration of the Bankruptey Depart-
ment by the Officia!l Receiver.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

OFFICIAlL RE-

COOLGARDIE MINING EXHIBITION
BILL.

Introduced by the Premier, and rend
n first time,

BOADS AND STREETS CLOSURE (No. 2)
BILL.

Introduced by the CoaMissioNeEr oF
Crowx LaxNps, and read a first time.

BANKRUPTCY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Read a third time, on the motion of

Mz, IuuixowortH, and refurned to tne

Legiclative Council, with amendments.

MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY ACL
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy), in moving the second reading,
said: The provisions embodied in the
Bill are those set forth in that part of
the Mining Bill, lately withdrawn from
the Houge, relating to mining on private
property. The Bill has been before hon.
memhbers for some three months, and I
feel sure the House is entirely conversant
with all the provisions of it. It is neces-
sary that the Bill gshould pass through
Parliament during the present session,
as the Act now in force is found to he
unworkable. The Bill contains the latest
legislation of Victoria with regard to min-
ing on private property, passed jn 1897.
It provides the methods of mining on
private property, and I think the owner
of private property is protected in every
possible way under the Bill, while every
provision is made to enable anyone wish-
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Health Bill.

ing to mine for gold to go on to that ! It is not necessary to dwell at length on
property and take up leages or claims for .

gold-mining purposes. The gold iz not
the property of the owner of the land;
consequently, it is necessary that even
the ewner should do what is provided in
this Act in order to enable him to mine
on his private land. Any person who
desires to mine on private property hos
to go to the nearest warden or resident
magistrate, to procure authority to go
on to the land. He then marks out a
lease, and endeavours to arrange with
the owner as to compensation for surface
damage. If he cannot arrange with the
owner, the amount of surface damage
will be assessed by the warden or resi-
dent magistrate; and as soon as that
sum is paid to the owner of the land, the
applicant can go on to his lease and en-
goge in mining. Provision is made so
that persons cannot take up leases or
claims on orchards or cultivated land,
or land upon which buildings ore erected,
without the consent of the pwner. Be-
sides the provisions relating to mining
on private property, we have provisions
here relating to mining on the Hampton
Plains Estate. As members are aware,
the Hampton Plains Company got per-
mission to mine on their land, on condi-
tion that they should pay a royalty of two
shillinge an ounce for all gold taken
therefrom. But under this Bill, and with
the object of facilitating the settlement
and development of the company’s lands,
it iz proposed to release the company
from their undertaking to pay the said
royalty, and to enact in lien thereof the
provisions set forth at the end of the L.ll

It is provided that the respective owners |

of the said lands mentioned in the
schedule, meaning the owners of the lands
first granted to the Hampton Plains Com-
pany, may from time to time, with the
approval of the Governor-in-Council,
make, alter, and amend regulations for
the management of gold-mining on their
lands. When the regulations are made,
and have received the approval of the
Governor-in-Council, the
relenge their right to any of the gold.
The regulations are on the table of the
House, and hon. members have had an
opportunity of perusing them. I think
the repulations are liberal. and such as
will meet with the approval of the House.

Crown will |

, Bill which was introduced

this Bill, as it has already been before
the House as a portion of the Mining
and with-
drawn. I beg to move the second read-
ing.

Question put and passed.

Bill vead a second time.

METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS BILL.
IX COMMITTEE.
Passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

HEALTH BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNTIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The schedule of amendments made by
the Legislative Council in the Health Bill,
was now considered.

Amendment No. 1—Clause 2. add the
following paragraph:—*And provided
that any by-laws not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act, duly made and
published in pursuance of any of the Acts
hereby renealed and in force on the pass-
ing of this Act, ghall continue in force
until altered or repealed by by-laws
wmade under this Act.”

Tue ATTORNEY GEXNERAL moved
that the amendinent be agreed to. XNear-
ly all the amendments sugzested in the
Bill in another place had been inadveri-
ently omitted by the Legislative Assem-
bly, and should have heen made. There
could be no objection to any, with the ex-
ception of one which he would mention
later.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH:
principles involved?

Tne ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.

Put and passed, snd Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Nos. 2 to 5, inclusive—agreed to.

No. 6—Clause 38, that the following
sub-paragraph be struck out: “For the
prevention of the keeping of cows or
goats within certain limits of a munici-
pality.”

Mgr. SOLOMON: On page 15 of the
Bill as originally printed was a proviso
for preventing the keeping of animals of
any kind in a municipality, so as to be a
nuisance or injurirus to health.  Wax
this muendinent to the same effect!

Were there any
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Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes;
and the language was wider.
that the amendment be agreed to.

Put and paessed, and the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Nos. 7 to 9, inclusive—agreed to.

Xo. 10—Clause 41, lines 3 and 4, strike
out “whether such ingredients be injuri-
cus to health or not,” and insert “if such
ingredients be injurious to health.”

Trne ATTORNEY GENERAL : This
was in certain respects a very substantial
alteration; but it was questionable
whether it would be wise, in view of the
inany provigions the Bill contained, to ob-
ject to the amendment nnd run the risk
of losing the measure. Apparently the
abjct of the amendment was 1o permit of
adulteration of food so long as such adul-
terntion was not injurious to health. The
Rill as it left this House was worded so
that there gould be no adulteration of
food, no matter whether the foreizn in-
gredient were or were not injurious.

MRr. Iuuixeworriz: Chickory in coffee,
for instance.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
wiar A form of adulteration which the
amendment would permit. He moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

Put and passed, and the Council’s
urmendment agreed to.

No. 11—Clause 51, line 4, strike out
“to his knowledge” :

Tie ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
amendment referred to the adulteration
of milk ; and the proposed alteration was
doubtless for the good of the Bill, seeing
‘that the words “to his knowledze” were
to be struck out. In case of a prosecu-
tion for selling the milk of a diseased cow,
it would be difficult to prove that the ven-
dor knew it was digeased. The amend-
ment propesed to make such proof un-
necessary, and the seller had to take his
chance, and must sell good milk. He
(the Attorney General) moved that the
amendment be agreed to.

Put and passed, and the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 12 and 13—agreesd
to.

No. 14-—Clauge 98, strike out all the
words between "behalf,” in the second
line, and “parents” in the fourth line, and
insert “any infant under the age of two

{13 OcrosEr, 18987

2387

Annual Ertimates,

* years for the purpose of nursing or main-

He moved

taining such infant apart from his” :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL : This
was a substantive alteration, and meant
that no person could send milk to
a friend’s house, if he made arrangements
for keeping his child there and paying for
it, without getting that person registered.
However, those administering the Act
would not bring it into force in cases
where a relative took the position of
guardian to an infant under age. He
moved that the amendment be agreed to.

Put and passed, and the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Nos. 13 to 21, inclusive—agreed to.

Resolutions reported, report ndepted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ANNTAYL ESTIMATES.
1IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Consideration resumed at page 31,
Miseellanenus Services, £86,683 9s. Td.:

Mr. MITCHELL: Before proceeding,
if in order, he desired to make a slight
correction.  On Tuesday last in Com-
mittee, he had said there were something
like 1,367} miles of railway open for
traffic, or an average of about one mile
for every 125 inhabitants; whereas he
ghould have said the figures were 1,347,
or an average of one mile for avery 127
inhabitants ; n greater nverage per head
of population than any other country
could show, Though the error was un-
important, he was sorry for having made
it, and wished it to be corrected.

Item, Destruction of wild dogs,
£1,400:
Mr. LEAKE: Why should this item

be kept on the Estimates? Surely the
money could be better applied? A good
deal of it was paid away for the tails of
dogs manufactured at home.

THe MixisTER OoF Mrmxes: Oh, no.

Mg. ILEARKE moved that the item he
struck out.

Tne PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir John
Farrest): The general desire of members
was that the vote should be increased.
True, there must be a tremendous num-
her of dogs killed every year, seeing that
last year the large sum of £2,043 was
gpen. for this purpese. There was an-
other item, desiruction of eagle-hawks,
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£400, which wasz also remarkable.
terday he had seen an account for over
£100 under this head in the Kimberley dis-
trict. These hawks seemed fo be numerous
and destructive. It had been the policy of
the House to give theserewardsfor along
time past, and the items should remain,
unless some other provision could be
made for the purpose.
had already been discussed this seseion,
and it was thought desirable by some
to increase the subsidy, though he was
opposed to that. The distribution of
these amounts should Le under local
control.  The question was surrounded
with difficulty, and it was impossible not
to believe that the justices were careful
in certifying that the wild dogs had been
killed, though apparently a great many
¢f the animals were pups and not grown
dogs: bhecause he believed that the
slavghter of three or four thousand full-
sized dogs every vear would soon exter-
minate those animals.

Mr. Tuuxeworra: Probably a litter of
pups was killed, and the mother allowed
to escape.

Twe PREMIER: But the young degs,
if left alive, would ultimately become
full-sized.

MR. THILLIPS : If there was one item
which ought to be kept on the Estimates,
it was this one, in view of the enormous
tracts of waste land in the country and
the expense to which rettlers were put
in travelling long distances to extermin-
ate these vermin.
sum of money for strychnine every year,
and he had frequently io travel 30 or
40 miles from home for the purpose of
poisnning the animals.

Mr. MITCHELL supported the item.
While sympathising with persons living
ir. towns who wished the item struck out,
vet on visitinz some of the paddocks in
the country there might be found per-
ha~- 150 sheep worried to death during
the night by wild dogs.  Such experi-
ence as this should convince members
that the item was necessary.  There
were two rewards oiven, one of Hs and
the other of 105 They shonld e as-
similated, and only one reward of 7a. 6d.
he granted throughout the colony,

Mg, LOCKE : Recently, at a conference
of settlers from all parts of the country,

"ASSEMBLY.]

Yes- -

The question .

It ¢cet him a large

one of the resolutions carried was that

Treasury Totes.

the reward of 10s. per head for wild dogs
should be doubled, with a view to their
complete extermination, To hir district,
wild dogs were a great trouble, killing
young calves and foals ; and this item on
the Estimates was very small.  If the
Government could see their way to rid
the country of the vermin, much would
be done towards seitling the more remote
parts.

Mr. LEAEKE: TFourteen hundred
pounde distributed tumongst 1,400 eget-
tlers was not much for each; and, after
the arguments of the Premier, we might
just as wéll consider, if we wished to
economise for a year or two, whether we
should not drop this voie and see if it
would, or would not, make any differ-
ence in the number of wild dogs.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: It was
to be hoped the Committee would not
strike out the item.  All the Australian
colonies offered rewards for the exter-
mination of wild dogz. To do away
with this item would be to injure all the
good that had been secured in the past
by offering this reward. Having an
enormous country, with a great deal of
waste land in it, he was sure the offering
of the rewnrd had done much towards
the extermination of wild dogs. It had
saved a larce number of sheep which
would otherwise have been destroyed by
the dogs, and thus prevénted what would
have been a national as well as an in-
dividual loss.  Justices of the peace
were the only persons who could certify
to the destruction of wild dogs, and to
payment of the reward. It was not so
easy to wet at the native pups as some
members thought.  Very few pups’ tails
had been brought to bim, as a justice in
his district. The matter was important,
and every justice of the peace ought to
thoroughly examine the parties who
brourht dogs te him. He himself had
always heen ocareful before certifying,
and he did not think he had often been
immposed on. He hoped that before long
the vote would be inecreased, owing to
the number of dogr destroyed.

Mr. CONOLLY : No one would like to
reject an item that would materinlly bene-
fit pastoralists and farmers in any part
of the colony : but £1,400 could he het-
ter spent for the purpose of restricting
rabbite.  The rabbit question had heen
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taken up most indifferently by the Gov- ' ing “encouragement of sport.”
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ernment, and later on it would become a |

serious matter of regret to the farmers
that more energy and determination had
not been displayed in the earlier stages,
when such action might have resulted in
material bepefit.  As to the eradication
of native dogs, he had been in portions of
Anstralia where they were more prevalent
than elzewhere, the conditions being more
favourable to them ; particularly in Norith
Queensland, where wallabies and kan-
garoos were plentiful, and there the native
dogs throve and increased rapidly. His
experience had been that squatters, small
pastoralists, and selectors had been will-
ing and ready, in their own defence, to
undertake the eradication of this trouble-
some pest. He understood the Govern-
ment there gave 10s. for the secalp and
tail ; but the amount was only a second-
ary consideration. People would under-
take the eradication of these pests in-
dependently of the reward, and ali things
considered, the granting or refusal of this
subsidy would not have any material ef-
fect, one way or the other. He would
support the striking out of the £1,400
as not being necessary.

Mr. KINGSMILL: Seeing that this
work would be done without the proposed
payment, he could not see any expediency
for paying the £1,400. Considering the
number of settlers, and the small amount
each would receive out of that sum, they
ought not to grumble at the striking out
of the item. This afforded a fitting op-
portunity to save, if not a large sum, a
small amount, and also to carry out the
principle of self-help initiated by the Gov-
ernrment.

Mr. HUBBLE: The item should re-
main in the list, congidering that in the
back country perszons could pot find men
to go out and kill dogs every wmight,
Some men made a living out of it,

Mr. Leaxe: How many!

Mz, HUBBLE: A lot of them did very
well.

Me. Leage: The amount distributed
would be only £1,400 altogether.

Mz, Mivcngul: In addition to the sub-
sidy, something was generally pgiven by
the squatters.

Mr. MORAN: If the itemn remained,
he would suggest striking out the words
“destruction of wild does,” and substitut-
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That
would show appreciation of the pastilues
in the bush. The amount was a sort of
permanent investment.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Fourteen hun-
dred pounds would be of no use for the
purpose intended. If we wished to deal
with the question in a proper manner, we
should render it worth while for a num-
ber of men to make the destruction of
wild dogs their constant oceupation ; and
raise the price, so that we might exter-
minate the dogs altogether, Some of the
other colonies had to increase the price
in order to continue the destruction.
Either we must leave the pastoralists and
farmers to protect themselves, or we must
undertake this as a national work. We
might strike out the £1,400 this yezr, and
think the matter over during the recess,
bringing in some proposal subsequently
which would iend towards the absolute
destruction of wild dogs.

Mr. A. FORREST: The Commiites
would, he hoped, agree to the item, al-
though it did not voncern the northern
division of the colony. In the North
there were large stations, and every sta-
tion owner took the precaution of killing
every wild dog in the district ; in fact no
dogs remained there at all. 1In the
Southern districts, small farmers had, per-
haps 50, 500, or 5,000 sheep—10,000
w uld be about the highest number—and
there were large spaces between where
there were no sheep; and in those unoc-
cupied spaces the dogs accumulated and
killed the sheep. That was the reason
why the item appeared on the Estimates.
Last year £2,000 was spent, but this
vear the Government proposed to pay
£1,400, There was no more necessary
vote than this one, for in districts where
wild dogs wete allowed to increase, seri-
ous losses were inflicted on sheep-owners.
One wild dog might do £100 worth of
damage in a night.

Mgr. ILuxewortH: Raise the price and
check them in that way.

Mg. A.FORREST : Ten shillings a head
was a good price, and if the item were
struck out, the wild dors would increase.
Mbost of the expenditure under this head
was in the district towards Albany. Every
wild dog killed was worth £20 or £30 to
the State, because of the destruction to
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property which would be thereby
vented.

AMr. LEAKE : By striking out thisitem,
the saving would be not only the amount
of the item, but would be wore than
£2,000.
amount voted had been greatly exceeded,

[ASSEMBLY.|

pre-

Because in the previous year the

and it might be expected that the same .
" of anyone to kill wild dogs on wastelands

would happen in the current year if this
item were passed. By striking out such
items of expenditure as this, and going
right through the Estimmates in the same
economical way, £20,000 or £30,000
mighthesaved in the interests of economy.

Tug COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS

(Hon. F. H. Piesse): The suggestion to in- .

erease the price for killing wild dogs wasa
zood one, and he had suggested it hims 1
solne years ago, with the object of indu--
ing perscns to make a business of it by
killing all the dogs they could find. The
amount paid would be larger for one or
two years, but a great benefit would re-
sult by the more rapid destruction of
wild dogs.  The dumpage done was mostly
in districts that were sparsely settled, be-
cause the dogs bred there and destroyed
the flocks of small holders. One doy
wight destroy or maim a large number of
lunbs, causing great loss to the owner. 1t
would be better to increase the reward, so
as to induce persons to make a business
of the destruction of wild dogs. He hoped

the item would not be struck out, and it

should certainly stand for another year.

Mr. QUINLAN : This item might well
he increaged, and he would like to move
to that effect if it were in order.

Mg. Leake: Certainly the hon. mem-
ber would dothat to please his constituents.

Mz. QUINLAN : The item did not affect
the Albany district, where there was no-
thing for wild dogs to eat; but in the
Eastern districts the dogs were a serious
trouble to sheep-owners; aand
nwners of flocks were anxious to
kill all the wild dogs they conld get at,
yet the persons in their employ did not
cnre to take trouble, unless there was a
reward to be earned.

while

Mg SOLOMOXN : Over 4,080 dops must

have heen killed last year, according to
the amount paid; and if the sugpestion
were apreed to that £5 a head should be
offered, the amount to be paid would he
something like £20,000 for one year. He
could not approve of that suggestion.

Treasu ry Voles.

Tur MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy): It should be observed that the
money voted under this item did not go
to the squaiters, for they endeavoured to
get rid of wild dogs in their several dis-
tricts ; but fhe real difficulty was that the
wild dogs increased on the adjoining
waste lnnds, and it was not to the interest

unless a reward was offered. Therefore
the itemn should be passed ns a necessary
one in the interests of the whole country.
Kangaroo hunters, labourers employed
on stations, and natives would not go to
any trouble in exterminating wild dogs,
unlese a reward was to be earned. Squat-
ters suffered all sorts of privations in the
back portions of the country, and even
lost money in pastoral pursuits; yet they
did not ask for anything from the State,
por were they asking for this money to he
voted in their interest, because it was
really in the interest of the whole coun-
try that wild dogs shouTd be extetminated.
The item was necessary to induce persons
who travelled about the waste lands of
the Crown to destroy wild dogs. He
urged that the item should be allowed to
pass, in the interest of the colony, and as
a national matier.

Mg. LEAKE : Was it to be understoed,
from the romarks of the Mmister, that if
this vote were struck out the Ministry
wiould reconsider their position ?

Antendwent to strike out the item put,
and a division being called for by Mr.
Lenke, it wax tnken with the following re-
sult: —

Ayes .. 9
Noes . 17
Majority against ... 8
Ayes. Nues
Mr. Conolly Sir Julis Forrest
Ar. Ewing Mr, Higham
Mr. Tllingworth Mr. Holmes
Mr. Kenny Mr. Hubble
Mr. Kingsmill Mr. Lefroy
Me. Morgans AMr. Locke
Are. Oldham Mr. Mitrhell
Mr. Wilzon Mr. Morau
Mr. Leake (Teller) Mr. Oats
Mr. Pennelather
Mr. Phillips
Mr, Piesse
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Solomon
8lr J- G- Les Stowre
Me. Wallace

Ar, A. Forresi{Teller)
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Amendment thus negatived, and the
item passed.

Item, Incidental expenses, £8,000:

Mr. LEAKE: The expression, “ineci-
dente! expenses,” occurred many times
throughout the Estimates. This item
last year was £5,500, and the actual ex-
penditure under this head was £135,228.
Now it was proposed to vote £3,000.
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tion which was proposed in June last
should not bave come into force till the
It had caused great dis-
satisfaction, especially to the smaller
bodies, which bhad no power to arrange
for firancial accommodation. The half-

© yearly Municipal Conference placed the
. matter before the Treasurer, with a view

Tug PREMIER: This was the contin- -

genoy vote in the Estimates. Any item
of expenditure occurring during the year,
for which there had been no-apecific vote,
was charged under this head.

Mr. LEAKE: But the item “incidental
expenses” occurred under every vote
throughout the Estimates.

Tur PREMIER: Those other cases re-
presented the incidentals connected with
particular departments, such as travelling
expenses ; but thic item was the general
incidental vote, such ns expenditure con-
nected with the opening of a railway.

Mz, DIuixagworrda: Champagne.

Tne PREMIER:

This year it was

hoped such expenditure would be within -

£8,000.

Item passed.

Item, Subsidy to municipalities at the
rate of 15s. per £ raised by general rate,
£45,000:

Mr. A. FORREST: Tbe manner in
which this reduction had been effected
placed municipalities throughout

the

colony in great difficulties. The muni- -

cipal financial year ended on the 31st
October, and engagements had been en-
tered into by several municipalities on
the assumption that the £ for £ subsidy
would continue to that date. Notice of
the intended alteration was given only
subsequent to the contracting of the lia-
bilities in question, and thus moany of
the small nugicipaliticn were in rerions

difficultits, and would have to mect the '

ratepayers at the end of the year with
overdrafts. To the Perth municipality
this reduction meant a loss of £3,000,
and there was n proportionate reducucn
to the other municipalities, all of which
had counted on receiving the £ for £
subsidy.

Tue Premier: Why had they counted
on that?

Mr. A. FORREST: Because that was
the subsidy last year, and it was naturauy
presumed it would continue. The reduc-

to having the £ for £ subsidy continued
till the 1st November; and, though toe
request was refused, there was no doubt
that would have been the practical
course; and any over-payments could
have been deducted from the 1ds. per £
subsidy for the following year. But the
Treasurer would not grant the request.

Tde Premier: DBut there were three
or four months of the year during which
the £ for £ continued.

Mr. A. FORREST: But all contracts
had been let before notice of the reduc-
tion was received, and such contracts
could not be cancelled. If we entered
into » buginess engagement, whether
privately or publicly, and a certain
amount was withdrawn which we had
hoped to receive, we knew financial diffi-
culties must arigse. In the case of any
further reduction next year, or any other
year, or an increase, notice shouid be
ziven, and it should not take effect until
the close of the municipal year, 3lst Oc-
tober,

Mr. SOLOMON: Not till some time
in August were the public made aware
that thera was to be an alteration in the
subsidy from one pound to fifteen shil-
lings. When representations were made’
t> the Colonial Treasurer, as in the case
of the constituency he represented (South
Fremantle), that the proposal would
place them in a difficulty and increase
their overdraft to a large extent, it was
naturally thought the Premier would
meet them. If municipal bodies re-
ceived £ per £ for four months ended
31st October, they would be willing to
receive only 10s. for the next four months.
and afterwards go on receiving 18s. in’
the £, All works, as far as munieipali-
ties were concerned, had to be proceeded
with in the wet months of May, June,
and July. He joined in asking the Gov-
ernment to do what they could for the
municipalities in this matier so to
give relief not only to Perth and Fre-
meantle, but to every part of the country.
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The plan he had suggested would make '
oo real difference to the Treasury at the -

end of the financial year.
proposal placed municipalities in a very

The present

awkward position with regard to rate- -

payers, because ratepayers did not like
to see an overdraft when the bhalance-
sheet came out at the end of the finnncial
year.

Tiie PREMIER: The proposal made
by the hon. member seemed reaspnalile.

Mz. A, Fornresr: But the Premier had
refused it.

Tue 'REMIER : The revenue was not
now bounding ahead, and the Government
conld not afford to give more than they
were prepared to do. Their desire was
to try and keep down expenditure as
much as nossible, during the earlier
months of the year, at any rate; but
they hoped for better conditions nz the
year went en.  He would be glad to help,
if there were any posgibility of deving it.
He could understand how the alteration
would interfere with the financial arrange-
tuents of a municipal council ; but he did
not see how the Government could accede
tor the desire expressed, without chunging
the financial arrangements of the colony.
Which was the best! Hc would give the
watter consideration between thiz aad
the end of the month, and see if it was
possible to do what had been suggested.

Mz, LEAKE: Presumably the money
given to the municipalities was granted
to them to do what Cthey liked
with it. The Government tight impose

" certain vonditions when they handed the
vlomey over.

Mgr. Wirsox: What about Albany?

-Mg. LEAKE: The same applied to all
municipalities. A condition should be
imposed that the money must be spent
un roads and slreets. The muin lines of
thoroughfares shnuld be put into proper
order, first of all.  Take the streets
Perth: the authorities had just begun to
mend St. George’s Terrace. If the
Governulent had insisted upon the money
heing expended on perhape the Terrace,
Hav-street, William-street, and one or
two other streets, by macadamisins from
kerb to kerb, far more good would have
heen done than in distributing the money
away out among different wards, in
narrew ctreets,  He would also like to
know whether any of this money went as

) Treasury Votes.

a contribution to these glorious 3 por
cents.

Mr. A. Forresr: No,

Mux, LEAKE: That was one advantage.

Me. OLDHAM : The Government,
w.hout notice t¢ the municipalities,
were cutting away a  proportion of
their income. This was extremely
- rious  to  some munieipalities, ond
eapecially to those having a small income,
as money had been expended in anticipa-
tion of the £ for £ subsidy. The Govern-
ment ought' to give some assistance in
such cases. Some supplementary vote
ought to be provided to get rid of the
liability. It would be better te pay the
gubsidy to a municipality without any con-
ditior : for, in his opinion, people would
rather Le without the 10s. in the £, than
have conditions attached to its payment,
they being the best judges as to how the
money should be spent. Instead of the
whole subsidy heing voted to the central
portion of Perth, it would be advantage.
ous to give some portion to the people in
the outlying parts of the city.

Item passed.

At 6.30 pm. the Cuamrmax left the
chair,

At 7.30 the CiairMan resumed the
chauir,

Ttew, Sanitation prants, £3,000:

Mr. WALLACE: As the new Health
Bill provided for a sanitary rate to be
struck, for what purpose would this
£3,000 be required?

Tus PREMIER: There were many
sanitation grants last year, but he hoped
there would mot be so many this year.
It was thought that before the year ended
this amount of £3,000 would be required.
The vote was provided in case there was
any large influx of people in any locality,
and the local authorities were unable to
cope with the sanitary requirements.
Notwithstanding the power to raise money
given in the Health Bill when these Esti-
mates were prepared it was thought wise
to wake provision, seeiny that so many
sanitation grants had to be made last
year.

Item passed.

Item, Grant to Cue Municipal Counil
and Nerthampton Roads Board, to re-
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coup moneys illegally expended (£60
sach), £120:

Mr. WALLACE moved that the item
be struck out. Why should en excep-
tion be made in these two cases? Many
boards, including one of which he was
chairman, had spent moneys (eo-called)
illegally, and had not been recouped;
yot no amount was placed on the Esti-
mates to recoup them, It was unjust to
single out two boards, while other boards
had not been treated in like maunner. If
all boards were treated alike, he would
support the item.

Mr. MircHELL: Perhaps other boards
had not applied to he recouped.

Tus PREMIER: The members for
Contral Murchison and Murchisonr could
explain this item better than he
himself. The two boards named i
the item had expended woneys, be-
lieving they were justified in doing
s0; but when the auditors went
through the accounts, the amounts were
disallowed, and the members of the boards
bad to provide the moneys themselves.
Then an application was made to the
Government to recoup those boards, The
moneys ought not to have been expended.
Great power was given to an auditor, and
one auditor might take a view of a niat-
ter which another person or another
auditor might not take. He did not
kpow whether there was an appeal from
the decision of an auditor, but some of
the amounts expended in these cnsey
seemed Lo be reasonable and fair. Taking
the mnounts which had been expended
by these boards, he did not think there
was much to take exception to. Munici-
pal councile and roads boards had ex-
pended moneys on similar objects, and no
objection had heen taken to them. At
(‘ue, the municipal council spent some
money in presenting an address; and he
did not think it way expected that the
members of the council should pay the
cost of this address out of their own
pockets. .

Mg. InaxewortH: The council enter-
tained the mining delegates while visit-
ing Cue.

Tae PREMIER : The mining delegates
went to Cue, and the council entertained
them. He was satisfied the items were
fair, and that these cases were hard ones.
He had thought the best thing to do was
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to place the amount on the Estimates, in
order that the Committee, understand-
i the circumstances, could decide
whether the amount should be allowed or
not.

Mr., ILLINGWORTH : The Audit Act
must be observed. In the case before
the Committee in reference to Cue, nearly
the whole of the money was expended
when the mining delegates visited Cue to
take evidence for the Mining Comuis-
sion. The expenditure was approved hy
the treasurer of the municipal council,
and no one in the council raised objection
to the expenditure, There wa: n cir-
cumstance at the time of a personal
character, which he thought was the rea-
gon why the auditor objected to the
amounts being paid out of the council's
moneys.  Similar amounts had lieen
pussed by auditors previously. It was
in consequence of some personal matter
that the minounts were objected to. When
the ratepayers did not object to an amount
being expended in a certain way, the mem-
bers of the council should not be expected
to pay the amount out of their vwn
pockets.  The expenditure wus under-
stood to be perfectly legitimate, und
money had been expended in similar ways
before by other councils. throughout the
colony. In this case it was not a local
object on which the money was spent, but
for the general good in entertaining mnem-
hers of the Mining Commission by show-
ing them round the various mines, so
that they might get the information re-
quired.

Mr. MITCHELL: Speaking for the
Northampton roads board, of which he
wus formerly chairman during many
years, he hoped this itew would not be
sttuck out. Amone the charmes which
has been disnllowed by the auditor were
fuur guineas for entertaining the Acting
Premier while visitinr Northawjion, £5
10s. 4d. for entertaining the Governor
while visiting the district, and a number
of other items such as had been passed by
the auditor in yrevious vears. One item
disallowed was a charge for supplying two
buekets of a particular kind required by
the roads board, and as a member of the
board was the only person in the district
who could supply the kind of buckets
at the time, he supplied them to the
board, yet because he was a member of



2394 _lnnual Estimales:
the board, the charge was disallowed as
being contrary to the Act. There had
been a newspaper warfare in the district
concerning some of these charges, and thia
fact might have caused the auditor to be
more strict than usual in auditing the
accounts.

Mr. Moreaxs: Why did they not give
the auditor sonie champagne?

Mz. MITCHELL: They did not keep
anvthing like that in the district; they
had sweet milk. He would leave this
item to the judgment and fairness of hon.
members.

Mr. KENNY supported the item as one
which wmight be reasonably passed. It
appeared that the Yalgoo municipality had
made the same mistake, but in applying
for a refund from the Government they
relected the wrong man, and applied to
the Dirvector of Public Works instead of
the Premier. 8till, what was fair for Cue
and Northampton should be also fair for
Yalroo.

Mi. WALLACE: It was peculiar that
the Government should pick these two
districts and treat these expenses as
illegal.

Tur Pregmier: The Government had
nothinzg to do with them. The auditor
did that.

TASSEMBLY.
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Two distriets out of a hundred were thus
vingled out te be recouped through this
item in the Estimates ; and, as a question
of principle, if one distriet was to he
recouped, all should be recouped.

Toe Direcror oF Prpuc Worgs said

the application did not come hefore him.

Mgr. A. FORREST : These local bodies

~ had spent money illegally, and it was

well known they had no right to do it.
The Mayor of Cue and the Chairman of

, the Northampton Roads Board were re-

Mz. WALLACE The auditor was nre-

sumably acting in accordanes with in-
structions.

Tig PrEMIER:
eent.

Not from the Govern-

M. WALLACE : Several other roads .
boards in the Murchison district had a -

similar c¢laim, and unless all were treated
alike it would be unfair to make these
twn exceptions. The member for the

sponsible for these amounts, because
they could not be paid out of rates ac-
cording to the Audit Act. Why this
House should be called upon to pay for
the extravagance of these persons, he
could not see; and this item was letting
in the thin end of the wedge, for, if it
were passed, there would be many other
applications of a similar kind. In the
case of Cue, he believed the charge was
for entertaining distinguished visitors,
and the Act allowed the council to spend
3 per cent., not of the full revenue, but
of ‘the amount actually raised from gene-
ral rate.

Mg, Kenvy: They had not all banking
accounts, like the hon. member.

Mg. A. FORREST: This peculiar legis-
lation would lead to great extravagance

. on the part of municipal Lodies and roads

boards. He supposed roads boards had
also the power to pay 3 per cent. out of
rates for such purposes.
The Presien: No; they could pay no-
thing, under the Act, for these purposes.
Mer. A. FORREST: If one sixpence

. over the 3 per cent. was spent by a muni-

Murchison had cunningly stated only -

some of the items, and kept out of sight
others which it was not convenient to
stnte ; one heine the same kind of {tem
which had been disallowed in the case

himself as chairman, had to pay the
amount out of their own pockets.

Mg. MirewgiL: They should have ap-
plied to the Government, and if the hon.
member would do so he would support
him,

Mr. WALLACE : The application frmn
Yalzoo was made to the Public Works
Department, and the reply was that the
charge was contrary to the Aundit Act.

cipality on objects of this kind, the audi-
tor would require it to be recouped by
those who exvended it.

Mg. MITCHELL: Roads boards dif-
fered from municipal councils in that

© they had not the 3 per cent. allowance
of Yalgoo, and the local members, with

spcken of by the hon. member (Mr. A
Forrest). It would be a sorry state of
affairs if a board could not entertain, say,
the Governor, when he visited a district.
The remarks of the hon. member were in
bad taste.

Motion to strike out the item put and
negatived, and the item passed.

Item. Purchase of East Fremantle lots
1613 to 467, £300:

Mr. CONNOR: What where these?
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Tae PREMIER : Five allotments were ' people to exhibit mining machinery.

purchased for a post-office, a police sta-
tion, and other public purposes, for which
the Government previously had no

suitnble lagd in that important and -

rising suburb. The opportunity was there-
fore taken of buying these allotments from
street to street along the main road. The
land was well situated, and he believed it
had alreadv been paid for.

Ttem passed.

Item, -Coolgardie Mining Ezhibition,
£5,000 :

Mg. PHILLIPS: Though this was un-
objectionahble, he would like to know how
the money was to be expended.

Tne PREMIER: Over a year ago, an
arrangeinent was made with a committee
which was acting ib concert with the Cool-
rardie wunicipal council, to have an ex-
hilition at Coolgardie. Proposals were
mede to the Government, which swere
eventually agreed to, to the effect that
the Government were to give £5,000 cn
condition that the people of Coolgardie
gave £3,000, and that a piece of land
should be reserved for the purpose of the
exhibition, on which a building sheuld be
erected to cost several thousand pounds,
which should be a permanent building,
with the exception of the annexes, and that
it should be eventually used for some pub-
lic purpose, such as a school of mines, or
museunt.  The moldfields people agreed
to those conditions, and had provided the
£3,000, and the Government had provided
nark of the sum of £5,000 promised. The
building had been erected, and it was pro-
posed to hold the exhibition in March
next. The proposal had produced a good
cffect throughout the world, by advertis-
int the colony. It was to be particularly a
wmining machinery exhibition. The best
appliances for abtaining gold from the dif-
ferent classes of ore would be exhibited :
and, na some of the colony’s ores were re-
factory and troublesome, this would be a
splendid opportunity for exhibiting the
newest 2old-saving appliances. The mem-
b:v for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans), who had
one to much trouble in the matter, would
b able to explain it more fully, Though
noi exactly n Governiment exhibition, the
enterprise was under the patronage of the
Government, who were assisting in every
possible way, both here and through the

Whatever the results would be in other
directions, he hoped there would be &
large quantity of gold-saving apparatus
exhibited from America, from the conti-
nent of Europe, and from the mother coun-
try. He hoped the agpirations of the
people of the Coolgardie goldfield; and
especially the committee which had taken
such interest in the matter, and the muni-
cipal council which had contributed to-
wurds it, would be realised ; and that their
united efforts, supplemented by the efforts
of the Government, would make this exhi-
bition succeasful, and advantageous to the
colony.

[tem passed.

Item, Fremantle cemetery, £1,000:

Mr. LEAKE asked for explanation of
the item,

Tae PREMIER: Thie was a grant to
prepare a new cemetery at Fremantle ; the
present cemetery being no longer suitable,
as all the ground had been utilired, thus
placing the town in a difficulty. Origin-
ally it was thought the magnificent site
at Karrakatta, half way between Perth and
Fremantle, should be utilised by both
places. That cemetery could be used for
centuries; but the mnajority of the Fre-
mantle people did not fall in with the idea
af a joint cemetery, maintaining that it was

' 1o expensive, After sending a good many

deputations to him, they eventually re-
lected a site on the eastern side of their
tewn, about two miles from the town hall,
and he promised to provide a sum for put-
ting it in order. They required £2,000,
but only £1,000 was propesed for this year.
Seeing that there was no suitable place at
Fremantle for the interment of the dead,
the matter was urgent, and something
must he done.

Mg. SOLOMON: The Fremantle town
ccuncil had given 128 acres of their land
for this purpose, and were giving all pos-
sible asistance to the cemetery hoard,
which had been appointed by the Govern-
ment, so that all expenditure would he
made by the trustees appointed by the
Government.

Item passed.

Item, Purchase of Perth town lot H1086,
for school and other purposes, £3,509 11s.
ad. :

Mr, CONNOR: In regard to this and

Agent-General in England. by inducing | th: two following items, how were the
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values of these lands arrived at, and had
they been paid for?

The PREMIER: They had beer paid
for. He regretted to see them in the
Estimates ; but the fact was that lot H106
was originally purchased as a site for a
post-oiice. No doubt there was ample
room on it for a school, and for other
buildings in anddition. It was a magni-
ficent piece of land at the top of Hay
street. ‘The Government had experienced
valuers to advise them ; the purchase was
supposed to be urgent at the time ; and he
did not think it would be regretted. The
position was the best at West Perth,
thought undoubtedly the amount paid was
too large.

Ttem passed.

Ttem, Resumption of Perth town lots
Y23 and 24 for central police station,
costs of, £595 12s 6d.:

Mz, Coxxor: What were these allot-
ments?

Tie PREMIER: They were purchased
some time ago. They were near the Beau-
fort street bridge, where it had been pro-
posed to have a central police staticn.
This was the last payment on account of
thewn, There had heen a gond deal of
trouble in  obtaining the awards of the
arhitrators. The allotments had already
been paid for.

Mg. Coxyar: What was the tota] cost?

Tye PREMIER: About £20,000 or
more,

Mr. [LuxowortH: I extended right
down from the Museum.

T PREMIER: Yes, from the museum
to the school. It was a splendid piece of
ground.

Ttem passed.

Item, Purchase of Perth town lot P7
foc hnspital purposes, £4,000:

Thg PREMIER: This land had been
bought at the request of the hospital com-
mittee.

Me. A. Forresr: It was never worth
th2 money.

Tue PREMIER: Perhaps not, but the
Government obtained valuations at the
time. He regretted the purchase, which
had been made under great pressure from
the hospital people.

Me. A. Formrest: It could be bought
fo- £2,000 to-day.

Mg. ItuxeworTH: At no time was it
worth £4,000.

"ASSEMBLY.]

. paid was too high.

Treasury Voles.

Tue PREMIER: No doubt the price
It was adjoining the
hospital ; and what were we to do when
we got a big hospital, if there was not
enough room? It was letter to pay a
little more for a piece of land adjoining,
than to build another hospital elsewhere.
He agreed that this seemed an immense
amount.

Mz. CONNOR: The present system
was bad. He did not object now to these
items, for he believed the amount had
already been expended. He would like to
impress upon the Committee the necessity
of having a Dbetter system in future.
Whether we hud valuators or o board, or
whatever it was, there should be some
method whereby we should not have to
say “this cost too much,” and to be told,
“Wu had to have it, and had to give the
amount.”

Mz. A. FORREST: Objection wust be
raised to the price of the property re-
ferred to which in boom times never was
worth the amount.

Tae Prexier: It sold for that price,
though.

Mr. A, FORREST: The Premier had
no ides of what was done. Half the so-
called sales at auctions were not sales at
all, He desired to call the attention of
the Committee to the extravagant price
thiv  colony paid for land. Some
yenrs agn ihe Premier said he was poing
to resume certain land om the top of
Meunt Eliza.  He (Mr. Forrest) told him

" it would cost £15,000, although it was not

werth £2,000 What was the upshot?
Tke Government appointed valuators, and
it cort the colonvy £15,000 or £16,000 to
buy an acre of land.

Tne Presier: Tt was a disgrace and a
scandal.

Mr. A. FORREST: That was what was
accurring all over the eolony. It seemed
that once a valustor was appointed, he
got in with the other side, All over the
colony pcople said, “I wieh to goodness
they would take my land, as I would get
about ten times as much as it is actually
worth.” He did not blame the Govern-
ment, who had tried pearly every avail-
able person as Government arbitrator,
and each seemed to be worse than the
previous one.  Take the case of the re-
suniption of the land on the top of

.
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Mount street (Mount Eliza), with a front-

aze going back about a chain.

Tye Premmr: Half a chain.

Mr. A FORREST: Give them the
benefit, and say one chain on the average
all down the precipice. £30 per foot was
received ; but coming down into the city,
no owner could obtain such o price
1t appeared to him that gross injustice
whs being done to the Government. When
lends were purchased like this, they should
no- be left to one or {wo men.

Twue PreMIER: Arbitrators were all the
same.

Mr. A. FORREST : The Premier must
have had enough experience of them.

Tue PreMier: What were we to do?

Mg. A. FORREST: The upshot of an
arbitration was that the decision was left
to the umpire, in nearly every case.
The sooner we put a stop to the system of
having a tribunal consisting of one person
representing the owner, another the Gov-
erment, with an umpire. the better. Not
only did the system exist in Terth and
Fremantle, but in the country we found
thai people zot £100 an acre for Iand
worth £1. Go to Geraldion, Vasse,
Bridgetown, Bunbury, or anywhere. and
one found that for land costing £10 the
Gevernment were asked to pay £100 an
acre ; yet, the Government still went on
with the business of two arbitrators and
an umpire. He thought if he had becn
managing the country he should have
put a ston te it long ago.

Tue PrEsier: By what means would
the hon. member do it?

Mr. A. FORREST said he would have
gsome different method, even if he had
to go to the Supreme Court, in which
he had not the greatest faith, As he had
aaid, the two arbitrators never ngreed,
and the umpire settled the difference.

Tug COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. F. H. Piesse): It was stated just
now that this was a question of valuation.
The valuations the Government had ob-
tained from time to time came {rom
recognised valuators. It was not a ques
tion of valuation, but a question of settle-
ment under arbitration. We had heard
it said the Government had not taken
the onportunity of deciding these qres.
tions in olher ways. Last session a Bill
was introduced whereby judges, or in
country disiricts where the amounts were
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small, magistrates, could act as arbitra-
tors. There had been cases in Perth
whereit had been impossible to get to the
Supreme ('ourt at all, the end of it being
that the Government had to go to the
Local Court and arrange for the police
magistrate to teke the cage. There were
a great many difficulties in connection
with this question. If the Governmen*
this year had time, they would, he
thought, have introduced a2 Public Works
Bill, which would have placed the land
question upon a much better footing than
at present. But, owing to the business
before the House, they had not been able
to do that. He hoped, however, that the
Bill would be amongst the earliest intro-
duced next session. No matter what

¢ vanluation the Government got, it was

very seldom they were able to support
that valuation. They might have four
or five men of recognised ability as valua-
tors, who came before the court and s v~
ported the valuations, but they found
there were others who brought higher
valuations, which were also supported,
the end of it being that there was a sort
of compromise arrived at, and in almost
every instance the Government went

- down for am awount larger than they

. ought to pay.

We heard a good deal

" ahout this land question, but the Govern-

tnent settled 75 per cent. of the claims
without poing to arbitration, and they
had settled them almost upon their own
valuations, so that, after all, they had
pot paid se very much in excess of the
amounts they ought to have given. 1In
the early days of resumption in the case
of the railway at Perth, they succeeded
remarkably well in gsettling eclaims, a
great many being disposed of ; but one
case—Glyde’s olaim—upeet the whole
thing. Tmmediately that case was
settled, everyone put up his price. We
koew that the owner of the land was a
good old colanist, and renple dealt with
the matter more from a sentimental
point of view, and gave what he (the
Commissioner of Railwavs) termed an
infamous verdict in rezard to the price
of the land. That led to an expenditure
of hundreds and thousands of rounds.
The Government had done the verv best
thev could in rerard to there matters,
The trouble was that people had so long
a time in which to brine their claims,
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being able to go on to doomsday if they
pleased. A man would wait till the price
of land rose, and then bring his claim.
What the Government proposed to do
was to make the owner of land go to
arbitration, or have his claim zettled
within a certain time.

Mgr. LEAKE: One reason the Govern-
ment had-to “pay through the nose” was
that they did not act as an ordinary
business man would when he wanted a
piece of land—try to buy it privately.

TeE CowmissioNEr oF RalLways: Lhe
Govermment had tried it a dozen times,
and had never succeeded yet.

Mr. LEAKE: They never succeeded
hecause they did not go the right way
sbout it.  Take the case of Bridgetown.
Had they secuted any land there?

Tae CovurssioNsr oF  BRaLways:

. Owners would not selil the land.

Mr. LEAKE: There was a way of
doing it. He knew & good deal about
this, because he was counsel for many
years, and had to advise what should be
done. '

Tre Commisstoner of Ramwwars: The
Government were not aeting the same
WAy now,

Mr. LEAKE: The Government in his
dny appointed two men, who would per-
haps give the lowest possible values, and
from those values they would not siir a
peg.  That was the reason why, when
they came before the arbitrators, the de-
partment had never had any evidence,
becnuse they could not get the testig
mony which would support their own
valuations.

Tes Paeyier: And never would.

Mr. LEAKE: In many ocases these
hoards of arbitration were simply swin-
dles. He knew of one instance, in which
he was fighting for the Government,
where one of the arbitrators was actually
getting a commission on the award.

Toe PremiEr : Arbitrators were all
partisans.

Mr. LEAKE: “Partizans” was not the
word for it. Fach man stated his case
to his own arbitrator. A man would
say, “Look here; I must get £1,600. If
T were selling it to you, T would let you
have it for £500; but it is the Govern-
mept. (ur arbitrator is all right ; he is
going to stick up for £1,500, and he

[ASSEMBLY.
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1 It was too bad altogether, and the sooner
i this sort of thing was stopped, the bettei
it would be for the country. It some
times happened that there wae one mar
of integrity on the board, but he stoo¢
no chance amongst the others; the ma
jority carried the day. He (Mr. Leake)
kpew how these things were done, fo
he had appeared on both sides
One day a man would come and
say, if a piece of land had bLeen
taken for o railway, that his land had
been nbzolutely ruined by being severed ;
but if the Government wished to take
the portion that had been severed, then
the men would give good ressons why
the price of the severed land had been
increased : that the railway had improved
it, and there was a chance of a siding
being put in. The little iniquity per-
petrated oo Mount Elizw was really too
funny, and we could afford to laugh at
it if the Government had not paid a
large sum in connection with it.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The bon. member had referred
to cases which occurred long ago, but
matters had improved in connection with
land reswmptions of late. If hon. mem-
bers turned to page 84 they would see
that there were 68 claime made agsinst
the Government amounting to .£40,638.
The amount for which these claims were
settled was £20,912. The Government
had to pay about £6,000 more than the
Governmment valuation.  Forty-eight of
these casea were settled privately, and in
ten only, the parties went to arbitration.
In the cases which were settled the Gov-
ernment did not adhere to their valuation
strictly, and the parties came to terms.
The Government had been able lately to
make better terms than had been the
case in the past, and he hoped that a
much greater improvement would be
geen in the future. If the Bill, of which
he had spoken, had been the law of The
land, and the Government could have
zone to the Supreme Court, more claims
would have heen settled.  The Govern-
ment had to adopt the best course in
the circumstances. Tt had been stated
. that the Government had not obtained
. proper valuators; the difficulty wasto pet
| arbitrators who thoroughly understood

thinks he can get the other man round.” | the business and who would be firm.
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Ma. QUINLAN: The Governmenthad i £12,000. He (Mr. Illingworth) went into

been grossly robbed in conpection with
land resumptions. Twice as much had
been paid by the Government as they
would have had to pay if the land had
been bought privately. If the Govern-
ment adopted the course which would be
adopted by private individuals, and not
let it be known for whom the land was
required, the land would be obtained at
a much less price.  In connection with
. the land resumed in Roe-street, there
was no doubt that the Government were
placed in o difficulty in not being able to
obtain evidence in their favouwr. He
{Mr. Quinlan) had sat on some of the
cages, and the verdict generally had to
be based on the evidence.  The price
placed upon the land by the witnesses for
the owners was simply ridiculous. If a
record of the attendance of the differenc
witnesses could be obtained, 1t would be
found that there was one witness whose
valuation was highest on every occasion.
He knew the gentleman well, and those
who .inew him understood that he was
fit and good enough for anything. This
witness was the cause of the Government
losing thousands of pounds. The Gov-
ernment were unfortunate in having to
resume land when things were somewhat
booming. Now land had fallen in price
considerably. As to the resumption
of land in Hay-street west, he must
say the Government paid too much
for the land ; but in the purchase
of land for hoapital purposes the
Government were wise in their pur-
chase. A sum of £4,000 was offered
for that land at auction, and .£4,300 was
the reserve price, but the land was
bought privately by the Government for
£4,000. He understood that £8,000
wns the price put upon that land nt one
time.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH: The Govery-
ment would do well to take the same
course which was taken in other colonies,
and appoint certain men in the city whose
evidence would be taken on questions of
land resumption.
people came to him for valuations, but in
every case where his valuation had not
come up to the ownei's expectatinns, he
{(Mr. Tllingworth) was not called to give
evidence. In one case an owner came to
him with a valuntion of land, say,

A large number of-

- ment,

the case and put a price on it of £5,500.
In that case he was mot called to give
evidence for the owner or for the Govern-
In other countries certain men
were recognised valuators, and it was
neceasary to obtain the evidence of these
recognised valuators to place before the
court.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No doubt the course suggested by
the hon. mempber for Central Murchison
would be a good one to follow. As to the
gugzestions of the hon. member for
Toodyay (Mr. Quinlan) of purchasing the
land privately ; in practice that did not
work cut very well. Tt would be all very
well in some instances, where there was
o Lknowledpe that the Government
wanted the land. Take the Bridgetown
Railway, for instance; that was thought
of some time before the Bill came before
the House, but the Government had no
authority to purchasethe land previously.
With regard to lines like the Gocmalling
Railway, which were to he built in the
future, he hoped if he was in office to have
different arrangements from what had
been in force in the past, In connection
with the Bridgetown Railwny, people had
¢laimed as much az £2,000 for land, Lut
gince that time the owners were willing
to accept a quarter of that anmount, and
in the end probably the daim would be
settled for very much less than that. 1In
cne case in Perth the Government wanted
zome land, and ..ey endeavoured to pur-
chase privately. The owners of the land
knew nothinz abous che Government
wanting the land, but as soon as n
voluation was given and an attempt was
made to purchase the land, something
lenked out, and the Government had to
pny & high price for the land.

Item passed, other items ngreed fn,
and the vote put and passed.

Premier's Department, £7i—ag eed

to.
Police, £109,507 :
Mg, ILLINGWORTH asked the Pre
mier whether he had wade prosision or
intended to make provision for a Sunday
off for the police? ]

Tt PREMIER : There were no
complaints from the police, and te
thought the police were sgatisfied. He
Lhad inquired into this question bLefore.
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Mg, HOLMES : From the items under
this vote, he gathered that it had been
“he intention of the Government tn
increase the police force by nine first
class constables, and nine second clase
constables, and to reduce the number ..f
commissioned oilicers by one.

Tre Prexigr: Where did the hon
member get that from?

Mzr. HOLMES: From the third item,
on page 35. There was now a rumour
that it was the intention of the depart-
ment to reduce the police force.

TrE Presier said he was very glad to
hear that,

Mr. HOLMES: To reduce the force
at the present time would not be the pro-
per course. In times of depression men
were more inclined to do rash deede, and
the present was really & time more for
increasing the number of constables.

Twe Premier: The country could not
afford to increase the force, which was
ridiculougly high now.

Me. HOLMES: If the forca could not
be increased, it should be distributed
more equally.

Tue Preuier: That might be done.

Mr. HOLMES : In the district in which
ho regided there were some 3,000 in-
habitants, and it had been found imnos-
gible to induce the department to appoint
a constable. It wags said to be the inten-
tion of the Government to strike out a
Iot of the goldfields allowances; but the
police were not too well paid in any case,
considering that the lives and property
of the public depended upon (hem, and
that living on the goldfields was particu-
larly expensive. If these allowances were
not granted, a tendency might be created
amongst constables to make what they
could, independently of the Government.
Already gold had disappeared while
under escort, and that sort of thing would
not happen if the right sort of men were
sent, at proper rates of pay.

Mzr. A, FORREST: The vote for the
police was no doubt a large one, but the
cost of a number of duties performed by
constables ought not, properly speaking,
te be charged to this department. There

were, for instance, the police engaged at !

Parliament House, and in regulating the
traffie, in forming pold escorts, and in
other public capacities; and if the cost

TASSEMBLY."

© 170,000, the cost of the

of these men were taken from the vole,
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the latter would be very considerably
reduced. The cost of the constahles on
duty at Parliament House ought to be
charged to Parliament, and the cost of
those engaged in regulating the tratlic
ought to be charged to the City ouncil,
In this country, with a population of
police was
£109,000, or about 23s. for every adult.

Tup Premier: The cost was only
£70,000 a few years ago.

Mr. A, FORREST: As a matter of

| fact, every municipality ought to con-

trol its own police,

Tve Premier: No, not at all;
would not work.

Mr. A. FORREST: Tt was 8o in Eng-
land ; at any rate, in the city of London.

Tee Premer: Not in the city of
London.

Mr. A. FORREST : Perhaps not in the
city, but it was so in the west end of Lon-
don. In all parts of the colony, there
were cries for police protection, and, as
for the goldfields, representative people
there looked upon it as a scandal that
the force should be reduced. He was
glad to hear from the Commissioner that
the constables taken away from the gold-
fields had been returned. It was certain
the vote could not be reduced, and it was
equally certain that it eould not be in-
creased, for the simple reason that there
was no money available. He was pre-
pared to pin his faith to the gentleman
who regulated this department, and who
tried his best to see that the public were
given every police protection possible.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH: Western Aus
tralin was & very big and a new country.
with o scattered population, who neces
garily required police protection. He had
taken the trouble to cather tomether
some feets in conmection with the police
forces of the other colonies, and he found
that in New Zcaland there was a policeman
to every 1,435 of the population, at a
cost of 2a. 8d. per head; in South Aus-
tralia, there was one policeman to every
1,100 of the population, at 4s. 14d. per
head ; in Victoria, there was one police-
man to every 883 of the population, at
a cost of 45, 4d. per head ; in New South
Wales, there was one policeman for every
702, at & cost of 55. 01d. per head ; and
in Queensland there was one policeman
for every 3TR of the population, at 6s.

that
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113d. per head; while in Western Aus-
tralia there was one policeman for every
333 of the population, at a cost of 13s.
5d. per head. Making all allowances for
the scattered country and the peculiar
position of the population in Western
Australia, we had pretty nearly reached
the maximum in the matter of police
force. He was not complaining of the
cost, because the force in this colony was
exceedingly efficient, and had a lot of
arduous work, especially inland. But we
in this colony were getting more settied,
and to & certain extent more civilised,
and the police department, if it were
not reduced, should at any rate not be
increased.

THe Premigr: Hear, hear.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: We had a
policeman for every 335 of the popula-
tion, at a cost of 13s. 5d. per head, or
nearly double the cost of the police force
in Queensland, which, in turn, was far
above that of the other colenies. Con
trasting our police expenditure of 13s.
5d. per head with the 2s. 8d._ per head
in New Zealand, we found ourselves in
a very peculiar pogition, although, ne
doubt, New Zealand was a smaller place,
and much more easily managed than
Western Australia.  Queensland came
nearer to the circumstances of Western
Australia, and if, in the former colony,
they could manage with one policeman
for every B78 of the nopulation, there
"ought to be no need to increase our own
force. The figures he had collected struck
him as peculiar, and he thought it might
interest the Government to have them in
their possession. His contention was
that Western Australia had now a very
efficient force, and that what was re-
quired now was to keep the men we had,
and pay them well, and that, even if the
population increased, there was no need
to inerease the number of constables

Mr. KENXY: In repard to the palice
force, the tendency was towards too much
centralisntion. In Peak Hill there was
only one constable.

THe Premien :
least two there?

Mgr. KENNY: The lockup conzisted of
a mulga log. Much had been heard of
the extravagance of the police depart-
ment, but it would he well if a little

Surely there were at
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In the early days of Cue there were
terrible exhibifions of unfortunate men
chained to a mulga stump, This did not
matter so much when the nonulation
comgisted entirely of men, bot at Peak
Hill, where there were now women and
children, the sights to be zeen thare on
2 Saturcey night, when balf a dozen
“drunks” were chained to a stump ‘in tha
open air, were a disgrace to the depart-
ment.  Something should be done to
remedy this evil He had represented
the matter to the department, but his
complaints met with no attention.

Item passed.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Defences, £18,899 11s, 4d. :

Mr. CONNOR: This vote generally
was a blot on the Estimates from atart to
finish—this playing at the game of
soldiers. Were it not for three items—
the garrisoms at Albany and at Thursday
Islana, and the Australian auxiliary
equadron, he would move that the whole
vote be struck out.

Mg. IivinewortH : The lighting of
drill-halls wes also not worth paying for.

Mr CONNOR: That item was also
included in his condemmation. The only
item in thise whole vote fTeally worth
paying for, and not too well worth paying
for either, was the Headquarters Band,
which discoursed music, sometimes good,
and at other times bad. Take such an
item as field day expenses, uards of
honour, and parades, £2.000, in respect
of which the expenditure for last year was
£3,439 14s. 1d. ; for what was this money
expended but to pander to the vanity of
a few individuals, who would be better
employed in working for themeelves and
the benefit of the country. When we
were retrenching in every other depart-
ment it was a disgrace to the Estimates
that swuch items found a place in them.
He would challenge every item in the
vote, except the three he had mentioned.

Mr. Leske: Let the hon. member
move to reduce the vote by .£10,000.

Mr. CONNOR moved that the main
vote be reduced by £5,000.

Tue PreMiER: Why not strike out
some items]

Tur CHATRMAN: If that question

extravagance were exhibited at Peak Hill. | were put to the Committee there could
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be no further discussion on the individual
items of the vote.

Mg, A. Forresr: Other
wished to speak on the items.

Mr. COXNOR: Could not the Com-
mittee vote, firstly on the total amount,
and déal afterwards with the items ?

Tuk CHAIRMAXN ;: The vote as a whole
could be discussed, but in the event of
motion to reduce the gross amount being
put, bhon. members could not revert to
the items.

The Premisr: The hon. member eould
nove his motion at a later stage.

Motion not pressed at this stage.

Item, Commandant, £600 :

Mr. A. FORREST: Though this item
appesred on the Estimates, it wasknown
that the officer in question had left the
colony some months ago, his period’ of
service having expired, therefore he could
not be drawing his salary. It was also
known that his successor had nct
yeot arrived, so it was surely unnecessary
to pass thig £600 for the year 1897-8,
unless the Commandant who had gone
away had received six months' leave of
absence, and the gentleman appointed in
his stead was already drawing a salary.
No doubt ithiz might be the state of
affairg, for such things did occur in well-
regulated departments.

Tur PrEter: When did the Command-
ant go away !

Mr. A. FORREST: Some two or three
months ago.

Tur PremiBr: No ; it was more like six
months. :

M=r. A. FORREST : The new Command-
ant had not yet been appointed.

Tre PrextEr : Yes, he had.

Mir. A. FORREST: At all -events he
had not arrived. He could not draw his
galary until he came here.

Tae Promies : He would draw his salary
from the day he left London.

Mz. A. FORREST : That was very un-
fair to the colony. It would be sufficient
if the Government paid his passage to this
colony.

Tae Premier: No; the officer was only
coming here for a limited period.

Mr. A. FORREST : Like the member
for East Kimberley (Mr. Connor), he had
been consistently opposed to this vote for
15 yenrs, and would like to see it practic-
ally wiped out, and more especially in

members

[ASSEMBLY.]

!
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times like these, when money was re
quired for reproductive worka  Every-
one liked the headquarters band, and

' liked to ree soldiers about; but what

| practical good did they do?

Could they
stop the enemy from coming to Fre-
mantle] Hardly. If a cruiser appeared
outside Fremantle, the few soldiers in
the colony could not prevent the levying
of an indemnity upon us.

THe Premier : There must be a defence
force, if only for use in case of internal
disturbance. If there were a disturbance
in Perth, the hon. member would be the
first to ask that the troops be called out
to protect him.

Mr. A. FORREST: If an efficient de-
fence force were actually required, a. much
larger sum than £19,000 must be spent
to maintain it

Me. Leags: Surely there was never
such a grumbler as the hon. member.

Mr. A. FORREST: What the duties
of the Commandant were had always
been a mystery to him. That officer never
seemed to have much to do.

Tee Presaes: The Commandant would
have the eame difficulty in finding out
how the hon. member was employed.

Mz. A, FORREST: Unlike the Com-
mandant, he was not paid by the State,
therefore whether he worked or not was
his own affair. He had never understood
how the Government always fought the
battle of this department to the hitter
end. When he first tock his seat in the
House the vote was only £3,000. Last
year it hed mounted to £20,634, and now
it was down to £18,899.

Tee PrEMiER: A gun had to be bought
last year.

Mzr. A. FORREST: Take such items
as Field Day expenses, guards of honour,
and  parades, the expenditure last
year was £3,430 for the shooting away
of a lot of powder. Last year £1,504
was spent in incidental expenses, and it
was proposed to spend £800 on that item
this year. Then there was an item, 15
pairs of breech-loading guns.

Tee Premier: No; it was btwo 15-
pounders,

Mz. A. FORREST gaid that showed
how much he knew about warlike mate-
rial.  Then last year there was spent
on small arms ammunition £368, and it
wae proposed to spend £1000 this year,
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and so it went on. What wag the mean-
ing of “capitation money,” £1 10s. each
for 900 ment

Mr. Cornor: It ought to be “decapi-
tation” money.

Mr. A. FORREST: The expenditure |

on the headquarters band was very rea-
sonable; but what was the meaning of
“ingpector of warlike stores, £13 ls. 4d?”
Tee Premier: That officer was in Eng-
land ‘

Mgr. A. FORREST: We had done
away wilh one staff officer, £300, He
was sorry to have to oppoese the items to
which he had referred, but members
cowa not get £100 for a well, a road, or
a bridge in their own district. They ap-
pealed to the Government, but it was no
use, the reply being, “We cannot give
you any money; we have none.” Yet
here was encugh for all those districts in
one gingle vote. The Government, how-
ever, wanfed this extravagance in con-
nection with soldiers. The member for
West Perth (Mr. Wood), the champion of
soldiers, would vote for 1it, and soldiers
were & Iarge number of his constituents.
The member for FEast Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes) would also vote for it, and =o
it went on all round these places.

Tae Prexmr: Every other country in
the world did it.

Mzr. A. FORREST: But this country
was peculiarly situated, for we had the
British Government all round us here.
This was a time in which to strike out
the vote for the present year. Next
year, perhaps, we would pet 11 Luck
again.

Tae PremEr: If we struck it out, we
would never get it back again.

Mz, HOLMES: The member for West
Eimberley (Mr. A. Forrest) was alto-
gether wrong in saying that he (Mr.
Holmes) would support this vote.
Where was the necessity for 2,000 tlank
cartridges on field days, in times lite
these? When he was a member of the
Fremantle volunteer force, ne thonuht
the whole thing a farce, and the mrre he
gaw of it, the more he was rouvined Le
waa right then. He would be villing ‘o
strike out the whole lot, with the wxrep-
tion ¢f two or three items. The }.ied-
quarters band at Perth cost ubeut £604
a vear, and in addition to that they pgct
paid for every parade, and every attend-
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ance they put in. The whole of the
ather bands throughout the colony were
to be satisfied with £250. A good deal
of this money was frittered away in rig-
ging up small boys in suits about three
times too large for them.  During the
recent visit to Fremantle these boys con-
ducted themselves in such a disorderly
manner that they nearly took charge of
the town. Coming home they taok
charge of the train practically, and they
also took charge of the office, and every
thing else. If we had 100 well-traised
men we could depend upon, they would
cosf about half as much and be more use-
ful, and present a more soldier-like ap-
pearance.

Mz, WALTER JAMES: The Premier
had pointed out that this expenditure
wag incurred in every other part of the
world. West Kimberley was a consti-
tuency of 18 people, who wanted
£1,000 a head; but we did not come
here for the purpose of giving them a
thousand per head per amnum. We
came hers for the purpose of placing our-
selves in line with what was found de-
girnble in the sister colonies.  There
were some people who had never served
in the ranks at all, and other: who
served a few years, but got so craven-
hearted that they did not stand to ti:ir
colourz. We had in the defence force,
volunteers who had been there years and
years, und when we found these men
spending hours and hours in doing their
best to render themselves efficient, why
did we scoff at them in the way in which
they were scoffed at in this House?

Tue PremiEr: Hear, hear.

Mr. JAMES: The volunteer move-
ment alone had saved the mother country
from the system of conseription. If
ever the time came in Australia when we
discouraged this spirit of volunteer en-
terprise, and insisted upon the men we
bad being few and efficient, we should be
bound sooner or later to adopt that
cursed system. We should do all we
could to encourage volunteers, because
in a rich community like this we could
well afford the £18,000. In West Aus
trali= we had a coast line far in excess
of that of any other colony; and if an
emergency arose, the member for West
Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest} would be the
last man in the House and thiz com-
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munity to say we should ge crying to our
sister colonies and ask them to come to
cur aid.

Mr. A. Fomrrest: Qur estimates wers
heavier than thoze of South Australia.

Tee Premer : This yeari

Mr. A, Forrest: Yes

Mgr. JAMES: It was to be hoped ne
one would ask us to place ourselves on &
par with South Australia. Tt was ne-
terious South Australia sterved the de
fence force, and was the one colony which
did not contribute to the general defence.
He liked men who talked aboui British
might and power to be ready to put their
hands in their pockets and pay their share
of the expense. He did not like Aus-
trulians to say they wanted the mother
country to bear every penny of expendi-
ture pecessary to protect the British em-
pire.  We could not do much, but we
did not do half what we ought to
Throughout the length and breadth of
the United States there were, during the
war in Cuba, hundreds of thousands of
volunteers who offered their services, and
although we were not Americans, was
there & man amongst us who was not
thrilled by the fact that those men coma
forward when the necessity arose?
Why should there he this constant saquab-
ble abcut thiz vote 7 and why should

we not give twice as much as at present?-

He ventured to think we had an efficient
volunteer force, and that for the money
we spent we got full value. That was
the vlew of the Commandant—a man
whose opinion was entitled to weight in
this House.  Why should this country
strike out the vote and place us in a
position occupied by no other English-
spenking community in the world? Why
should the member for West Kimberley
want £18,000 for 18 electors?

M=z. A. FormresT: The hen. member was
misrepresenting. The vote should be di-
vided among the 18 electorates of the
colonv, not in one electorate, that was
what he said.

Mg, JAMES: What would be the ef-
feet of that? It did not remove the
arcument. The hon. member for West
Kimberlev renresented 18 voters; that
mennt £1,000 each.

Mg. A. ForresT: Why not spenk the
truth.

[ASSEMBIL.Y.]
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Mn. IuxewortH: ‘There were 100

electors in West Kimberley.

Mr. JAMES said he withdrew his re-
warks. It would only be £10 per head.
The electors which he (Mr. James) re-
presented would not get £10 a head, He
did not object so much to the reference
as to how the money should be gpent, but
there seemed to be a feeling that the
volunteer movement should be dizcour-
aged. It should be encouraged. The
greatest injury had been done to the
volunteer movement in the past, because
there seemed to be no sense of security,
and because members were prepared to
talk about the inefficiency of the volun-
teer force. This vote had been constantly
attacked. He (Mr. James) was prepared
to put his hand in his pocket and help
the volunteer movement. He regretied
the vote had been reduced at all.  The
money which had been spent during the
last few years had been well spent. There
had been a noliceable increase in the effi-
clency of the volunteer force, and the
most competent authority on this subject
had said that the money was well spent,
Why should we in this colony place our-
selves outside the pale of every British
community, and say we were not going in
for a defence force? We should do all
we could to increase the movement and
the number of the volunteer forces. We
had men who did their best, and we had
officers who did their best, and the staff
was in every way efficient. Ii the time
came when we could not afford the money,
then it would be time to say so. If the
vote was destroyed one year we should
have to begin the whole work again, and
lose thousands and tens of thousands of
pounds that had been spent on the de
fence force in the past.

Tug PREMIER: The Commandant
under the agreement we had with the
Imperial Government was entitled to his
pay from the time he left England until
he returned. Colone! Wilson reached
London about the end of September, and
he was given one month's leave of ab-
sence after that, so that his salary would
be expended until the 1st November. If
the new Commandant did not leave Eng-
land before that date, the salary would
not be expended. The arrangement we
had with the Acting Commandant, who
way lent I the contributing colonies to
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the tiovernment of this colony, was that
he should draw the salary attached to the
position of Commandant while he was act-
ing as such. The vote, he hoped, would
not be interfered with. He agreed with
the remarks made by the bon. member
for East Perth (Mr. James) that we should
have a nucleus of a defence force in this
colony, and he was sorry that people
should scoff at the volunteer movement
in this colony. Every man who was a
volunteer was better for it. It was no
use denying it, but the defence force was
A security to the people in the event of
trouble arising here, whether interpal or
external. Were we to trust to chance
when trouble came upon us, and go cry-
ing to other colonies or to the mother
country to defend us!? Were we to rely
on the taxpayers in England, who were
poorer than ourselves, to find a defence
for this country? If it were not for the
security we had by being part of the
British Empire, we would be absolutely
at the mercy of every other nation in
the world, not only of the white races,
but at the mercy of the coloured races
which we were so anxious to keep out
of the coleny. We were absolutely at
the mercy of anyone were it not for the
areat mother country to which we be-
longed. Were we to depend on the
mother country and do nothing, or should
we not look after our intermal welfare?
Were we always in this colony to have a
law-abiding people, and to have no dis-
sensions in our midst?

Mr Orpranm: Yes.

Tre PREMIER said be did not think
go. Why did not the mnother country
have no wsoldiers; why did not every
other country have no soldiers? Any-
one would have thought that no trou-
ble or dissension would cver arise inter-
nally, but we kpew that would not be the
csse. What were our police for but to
protect ourselves one against the other.

Mr.  ILLINGWORFH: The Premier
would not use the volunteers for internnl
purposes.

Tug PREMIER: Certainly he would.
He was surprised that such a remark
should be made by the hon. member for
Central Murchison. What was done in
New South Wales a few years ago? Wag
not an ermed force sent to Newcastle in
the dead of night? There would have
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been bloodshed in that country if an
armed force had not been sent there to
prevent; a rTiot.

Mr. Inuwewortd: Would the Premier
have sent an armed force to Kalgoorliel

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
need not trouble about Kalgoorlie. The
hon. member was talking like a man with-
out knowledgze, when he knew that the hon.
member had knowledge. It was ridicu-
lous to say that there was no need for
o defence force in this country, Did we
not see in the mother country every now
and again an armed force called cut?
Were we in this colony to destroy the
little force which we had built up for
years, and which was a credit io the
country! He hoped this idea would not
find favour here. He did not care who
it was, whether it was the present Gov-
enrment or any other Government, but
we. would never find the members of a
Government saying that the defence
force should be abolished. If hon. mem-
liers opposite were in power to-day, they
would say what he was saying. They
dore not say anything elge, the responsi-
bility was too great.

Mz. Leagg: The criticism came from
tue Government side.

Tug PREMIER eaid he was not refer-
ring to any criticism, he was only saying
what hon. members opposite would ¢o
if they were in power. He hoped the vo.te
would pass.

Mr. QUINLAN said he was in favour
of the upkeep of the volunteer force
of the colony. The volunteers should

always be upheld in case of such
circumstances aricing as those in-
stanced by the Premier. The only

item he felt disposed to take excep-
tion to was that of £2,000 for a tield day,
expense of guards of honour, and parades.
There might be a reduction of that item
to £750, or probably the whole might be
struck out. This was n sort of annunl
picnio for the volunteers, 1f the volun-
teers wanted a picnic, let them have it in
the ordinary course of life, in their ordi-
nary costumes, This annual picnic was
injuricus to the volunteers themselves,
and to the clothes to which the people
had to contribute. At the present time,
when it was advisable to be careful, this
item of £2,000 inight be dispensed with.
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Mr MORAN: On every ocoasion on
which this vote had come up, he had ad-
vocated the encouragement by the Gov-
ermnent of rifle corps in the colony. The
tendency of the present regimé had been
to alienate the good feeling of the volun-
teers from the regular soldiers, and there
was being built up in this colony a mili-
tarism, discouraging to that which was
the strength of other civilised countries,
namely, the volunteer sentiment. The
Government wer: killing the volunteer
movement-in Western Australia, 2 move-
ment which was much more active 20
years ago than it was to-day. This volun-
teer sentiment was the strength of Great
Britain and the United States, and it must
be the strength of Australia, if ever this
country had to face trouble. Not long
gince the Premier was asked to permit
rifle corps to be established in Kalgoorlie
and Coolgardie. At that time, all that
was asked for was a drill instructor, the
corps being willing to pay all other ex-
penses, and the men being good, solid
citizens, who were at work in the mines,
and were likely to be there for the next
ten yeara But this movement had not
been encouraged as it might have been,
and at a very small expense. It was
gurely not too much te ask that £300 or
£400 a year should be expended for a
drill imstructor for the eastern districts?
If ever it were in his power, he would
strongly advocate compulsory military
service for every youth over a cer-

tain age in Australia, and he was
confident that if such a law were
enforced, the gaols would not bhe

half as full as at present, especially in
such places ag Melbourne, Sydney, and
Brisbane. Holding the views which !¢
had indicated, he would support the
vote, and he hoped the Premier would
to1 turn a deaf ear to the requests of
vountry towns for drill instructors. The
tme ight arise when 200 drilled wen
could prevent disaster.

Mz, WOOD : This vote should be car-
ried, although the volunteer movement
seemed to be n sort of “cockshy” for
hon, members to vent their ridicule on.
This was a very useful vote, and had been
the means of a great deal of good to
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the young fellows of the country. It
tausht these young men to ecarry them-
selves properly, and altogether induced ‘
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a very good tone in the community. The
tendency of the discussion seemed to be
to turn the whole of the volunteer move-
ment into ridicule, and more noos:u-e
had been talked on the subject than he
had known in the Assembly before. Some
hon. members seemed to have an idea,
because they had once belonged to the
volunteers and had left, that therefore
the movement wag all bad ; but it might
be there were personal reasons for the
members leaving the volunteers, and their
absence would, probably, benefit the sys-
tem. As for the “annual picnic” which
had been spoken of, great entertainment
was thereby provided for the general pub-
lic and for the volunteers, and so far as
guards of honour were concerned, what
would public functions be without them?
Then he had to draw attention to the
headquarters band, which was certainly
one of the best in Australia, and the
amount of the vote, instead of £600, ought
to be £1,000.

Mr. OLDHAM moved that the vote be
reduced by £6800. He had, he zaid,
shouldered arms many and many a time;
but he submitted this motion because he
gathered that the military force was not
to be used for the purpose of meeting the
enemies of Western Australia, but for
the purpose of suppressing what hon.
members were pleased to call “internal
disturbances.”

Mn. Woor: And why not?

Mr. Morax: Surely the hon. member
(Mr. Oldham) was suffering an internal
disturbance !

Mgr. OLDHAM: The volunteer system
was desirable for the purpose of prevent-
ing invasion, and, it might be, for the
purpose of helping the mother country.
It was, no doubt, desirable to train citi-
zens in the use of arms, but when mem-
bers heard, time after time, as they had
heard to-night, that the force was ab-
solutely helpless so far as repelling inva-
sion was concerned

Tau Premier: No one said that.

Mr, OLDHAM: That had been said
by the member for West Kimber-
ley (Mr. A. Forrest), and our present
force would be of absolutely no
use in the event of invasion,
The colony’s defence force waa large
enough for such a small community. He
protested againat insinustions that the
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people of the country would be desirous
of creating disturbances. A little tact
and good judgment on the part of the
authorities would, in the cases referred to
Ly the member for East Coolgardie (Mr.
Moran), have relieved the tension and
prevented the results which had taken
place. In the ¢ld country he (Mr. Old-
ham} had seen many riots created by
the presence of an armed force.

Mr. Moran: Had the hon. member
eve;- heard of a civil war in the old coun-
try

Mr. OLDHAM: The liberties of the
English people had been achieved in
spite of the militarism once prevalent.
A notable instance was that of the Peter-
loo massacre in Manchester, when the
great Reform Bill was before the coun-
try, where the action of the forces in
shooting down the people causged thelieu-
tenant of the county to be branded us a
miscreant in the pages of history.

Mz. Moran: Was he not acquitted by
Parliament?

Mr. OLDHAM: History had not ac-
quitted him.

Mr. Moraw: What historyf

Mr. OLDHAM: Any history the hon.
member liked to pick up.

Tae Premier: What had all this to do
with the vote?

“Mr. OLDHAM : It had a lot to do with
it.  He had moved for the reduction of
she vote to protest against the remarks
»f the Premier .and the member for East
Jvolgardie {Mr. Moren). Though the item
vould, no doubt, be passed as printed,
1e would press his motion to a division.

Tae Papmier: The hon. member no
loubt hoped the vote would pass in its
miirety.

Mr. OLDHAM: No. If a volunteer
‘orte wera desirable, the allowance of
£250 for prizes for gunnery ‘and muske-
ry, at the apnual rifle meeting at Karra-
atta, was altogether inadequate to induce
nen to become expert chots.

Tas MinisTBR oF MiNEs: At onetime
wople were satisfied with a laurel wreath.

Mg, OLDHAM : That was not the case
towadays. This £18,000 might be bet-
er spent in forming rifle clubs through-
wt the colony, for an invagion could onlv
1o repelled by a system of guerilla war-
are.
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Mr. MoRran: Train
good marksmen.

Mr. OLDHAM: Let rifie clubs be
established in ail important centres, and
let the men be taught to shoot, without
the paraphernalia of evolutions and
parades.

Me, CONOLLY: The member for
North Perth (Mr. Oldham) began by
stating he would like to see the vote re-
duced, and then said he would like to see
it in some cages increased, so that greater
inducements roight be given for the for-
mation of rifle corps throughout the
colony, The hon. member had stated
that the amount of the vote was not sufli-
cient to maintain an adequate defence
force. If so, was that a reason for reduc-
ing it}  The volunteer system was the
form of military service best adapted to
the conditions of life in the colonies. In
no part of Australia would regular line
regiments be desirable, either from a
financial or any otber standpoint. Our
own soldiers received from Bs. to 8s. a
day, and no large standing army could
be kept up at those rates of pay.

Mr. KENNY: As an old volunteer, he
would be sorry to see the vote reduced.
The flippant tone of the discussion would
not be encouraging to the men who were
devoling their time and energies to mili-
tary service.

Mr, MORGANS: It did not add to the
dignity of the House, or of the colony, to
bhave such a subject ridiculed in Parlia-
ment. Qur defence force, though small,
was the nucleus of a military establigh-
ment, and where was a country which did
not maintain & military force in some
form? Even the small states of Central
and South America had their armies.

Mr. Morax: But they had a civil war
every year.

Mr, MORGAXNS: Yes; possibly that
was a good argument in favour of mili-
tary forces. He would defy any member
to show there was any colony in the world
that had mot 4 military force of some
kind- It would be one of the best things
that could happen to the colony if volun-
teer corps could be formed for the pur-
pose of training young men in military
tactics. We could not have a betier ex-
ample than that of Germany. Every
German was a soldier, and his military
training had made him a good artisan

Undoubtedly.
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and a good citizen. So it would be in Aus- |
tralia, and in this colony. With regard |
to the member for North Perth (Mr. |
Oldham), he was a champion at making
a mountain out of a mole-hill. He said
the Premier had threatened the inbabi-
tants of the colony with the use of force.
The Premier did nothing of the kind.
The right hon. gentleman said that, under
certain severe and dangerous conditions,
a military foree might be of use in a
colony ; and eurely there was no threat in
that. He joined with the member for
East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) in the re-
gret expressed that opposition had been
placed in the way of volunteer forces on
the goldfields. The men desired it, and
there were hundreds of able-bodied and
splendid men on the goldfields who were
able to form rifle corps, many of them
being trained men. The Government
should in every way facilitate the forma-
tion of these corps; and it would be a
great advantage to the colony if the Gov-
ernment were to help such a movement
forward. It was not entirely the fault of
the Government that such corps had not
been established. He believed that the
late Commandant, Colonel Wilson, whom
we all respected, and who was a gentle-
maa of high character in every way, and
a trained and splendid soldier, who was a
credit to his country, and this colony
also, did not agree with the principle of
forming these corps. He had very good
militery reasons for it, but sometimes
military men were not practical with re-
gard to volunteer corps. He (Mr. Mor-
gang) desired the Government to take the
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question into consideration.

Me. CONNOR: The only defence given
for this vete was that a new order of
things should be established; and that
in the place of curtailing the vote, we
should increase it. That was no defence
at all, and he had failed to hear a sinele
gentence in faveur of keeping up what
was provided for in this vote. The mem-
ber for East Perth (Mr. James) had
waxed eloquent on the volunteer move-
ment, but this was nnt a volunteer move-
ment.

Tre PREMIER:
movement.

Mr. CONNOR: It wax a Perth and
Fremantle movement, and not a volun-
teer movement. The member for Cool-

This was a volunteer

Waoges Bill.

gardie (Mr. Morgans) and the membe
for East Perth (Mr. James) asked that i
should be made national. These me
who were supposed to be the protector
of the country would be no defence to it
but would be absolutely useless.

Tue PREMIER: Just as much good a
anyone else.

Mr. CONNOR: 1 anyune else wer
as good as they were, what was the neces
sity for them, and why should we pa;
£20,000 for them? The woney could b
used for opening up the country. H
wag net grumbling at the Governmen
in regard to what they had done for the
North, because he thought they had deal
very fairly with it; but, in his opinion
the £20,000 could be spent better in ad
miralty surveys. He would have sup
ported the amendment if it had been pro
posed to reduce the vote by £5,000
although he did not suppose it would hav
been carried. It was, however, well tha
the matter should be brought before thi
notice of the country. It would be i
waste of money to have all this show anc
all this field day expense, and guards o
honour, and to spend £20,000 on it.

Item passed, and other items agreed to

Vote put and passed.

Admarulty Surveys, £450:

Mr. HOLMES: The Government wet:
to be congratulated on the admirabl
manner in which the Admiralty aurvey
had been conducted. In 1896-97 the cos
was £9,500: in 1897-98, £5,189; ant
this vear they proposed to spend £450.

Vote put and passed. Progress re
ported, and leave given to sit again.

INSECT PESTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Received from the Lepgislative Council
and, on the motion of the PREMIER, reac
a first time.

WOREMEN'S WAGES BILL.
LEGIZLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT.
Amendment made by the Legislative
Council considered.
IN COMMITTEE.

Tie ATTORNEY GENERAL movec
that the amendment be agreed to.

Put and passed.

Resolution reported, report adopted,
and a messaze accordingly tranrmitted
to the Legislative Council.



Zoological Gardens Bill:

WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE
'AMENDMENT BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT.

Amendment insisted on by the Legis-

lative Council considered.
IN OOMMITTEE.

Me. MORAN woved that the amend-
ment be agreed to.

Put and passed.

Resolution reported, report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Legislative Council

ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS BILL.
YECOND READING.

Tur PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), in moving the second reading,
said: The object of this Bill is to vest
in trustees certain landa in South Perth
which have been set apart for zoological
and acclimatisation purposes. Hon. mem-
bers know. that zoological gardens have
heen established at South Perth, and are
to be opened next Monday, and it is ne-
cessary that the gardens should be under
some statute, and that the land should
be vested in trustees. Clause 2 of
this Bill grants the lands unto the
trustees, John Winthrop Hackett,
Edward Alfred Stone, and George
Throssell. Clause 3 places the gardens
under the control and management of
six members, three of whom shall be the
trustees for the time being, and three
others to be appointed by the Governor,
and they shall hold office for not longer
than three years, and the Governor may
appoint any member of the commiltee to
be president. According te sub-clause 3
of clause 3 power is given to the Governor
to remove members of the committee.
Clause 4 is a very important ome, pro-
viding that the public may Le admitted
to the gardens every day between such
hours and upon payment of such fees of
admission ns the committee may pre-
scribe.  The committee may reserve any
part or parts of the said gardens, and
may temporarily close the gardens vhen-
ever they may think fit to do so, on notice
te be advertised in some newspaper cit-
culating in Perth. No doubt somehon.
inembers—I should myself—would like
some provision made for & free day, but
I do not think we could ensct that at the
present time. The committee will have
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enough tu do to wake both ends meet,
and when the pardens become more
firmly establigshed, and when the commit-
tee can afford it, we can move in that
direction. Cluuse 5 is an important one,
and gives the trustees power to bhorrow a
large sum of money up to £5,000 upon
security of the lands, buildings, and other
property vested in and to be acquired by
them under the provisiens of the Bill
That is an important power, and I think
it is & very necessary one under existing
conditions. It will place a responsibility
on the trustees and the committee, who
will not have to come to the House and
ask for money. Having given them a
start by voting & sum of £7,000 already,
the committee will now have to go on
their own resources without coming to
Parliament for more money. It is plac-
ing the load on their own backs by pgiv-
ing them power to mortgage. That is
better than making the committee of
management dependent ¢n Parliament,
and in consequence not feeling their re-
sponsibility. Clause 6 provides how the
meney is to spent.  “The money raised
by mortgage shall be applied to the im-
provement of the gardens for zoological,
acclimatisation, or recreation purposes,
in the erection, maintenance, and repair
of buildings, in the planting of treesand
shrubs, and in the permanent improve-
ment of the said gardens.” Clause 7
provides that any two of the trustees may
execute instruments, and provision is made
that the committee shall cause a true
account of the moneys expended up to
the 30th June in each year to be trans-
mitted to the Treasurer. This account
hae to be certified to by the president
and the Auditor-General. According to
the last clause of the Bill, the committee
have power to make by-laws, and they
will have “all the powers and anthorities
conferred by the Parks and Reserves Act
of 18956 to make, repeal, and alter by-
laws for the management, conservation,
and use of the said gardens, and to im-
poss and enforce penalties for the breach
or non-observance of any such by-laws
in the manner prescribed by the said
Act.” That is the whole Bill. It is a
very short one, a very aimple one, but
very important. I do not think we are
agking for any powers which should not
be given. The country has to thank
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Mr. Hackett principslly—I may say al-
these gardens.
matter, and is wost enthusinstic in re-

gard to it. He is deserving not only of
the thanks of this House, but of the whole

of the colony for the great attention he |

has given to the matter. I only hope

these gardens will prove a source of great

pleasure and enjoyment, not only to the
people of Perth and Fremantle, but to
the whole of the colony. I hope while
the gardens will give great pleasure to
the people, they will also prove to be no
burden to the country, but will be self-
supporting. I beg to move the second
reading of the Bill

Question put and pessed.

Bill read a second time.

INTERPRETATION BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.
Schedule of two amendments made by

the Legislative Council, and insisted up-
on, considered
IN COMMITTEE.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
W. Pennefather) moved that the amend-
ments be agreed to.

Put and passed.

Resolutions reported, report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11.47 p.m,
until the next day.
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[}
mosgt entirely—for the establishment of i
Mr. Hackett has given .

a great deal of time and attention tothe .

Bills of Sale Bill.

Teqislutive Rssembly,
Friday, 14th October, 1898.

Motion: Standing Orders Suspension, to ex-
peditea Bills — Metropolitan Waterworks
Bill, third reading—Bills of Sale Bill,
Recommittal, reported—Annual Estimates
further considered in Committee of Supply,
poges 41-43, Railways and Traumways,
Stetement on Railway Working, vote
passed, progress reported—Zoological Gar-
dens Bill, in Committee, third reading—
Coolgardie Mining Exhibition Bill, second
reading, in Committee, third reading—Ad-
journment,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 7.30
o’clock, p.n.

PRAYERS.

MOTION : STANDING ORDERS

SUSPENSION.

Tur PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) moved : —

That in order to expedite business, the Stand-
i.[l.&l Orders relating to the passing of public
Bills, and the consideration of messages from
the Iegislative Council, be suspended during
the remainder of the session.

The object, he said, was to expedite busi-
ness. Of course the House would have
full control of the business, and no ad-
vantage would be teken of the miotion,
except with the full consent of the House.

Question put and passed, and the

Standing Orders suspended accordingly.

METROPOLIFAN WATERWORKS BILL.

Read a third time, and ordered to he
transmitted to the Legislative Council.

BILLS OF SALE BILL,
RECOMMITTAL.

Ma. WALTER JAMES (in charge of
the measure} moved that the Bill be re-
committed for amendmenta.

Put and passed.
IN COMMIITEE,
Clause 5—Interpretation :

Mr. JAMES moved, ns amendments,
that in the definition of “contemporane-



